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but actually it has little meaning, pragmatically. They dislike
the orthodox theological colleges, which at least take their
religion seriously and propose to do something about it, and
they dislike also the modern sects which try in one way or
another to apply the commands of Islam to modern life, on
the grounds that both these do not sufficiently 'honour the
Prophet'.
Besides these two major emphases of the movement, on
Islamic civilization and on Muhammad, there are a few minor
aspects which attract a varying degree of attention to them-
selves. One worth noticing is a tendency ostensibly toward
what might well be termed deism. It is a modern elaboration
of a doctrine traditional in Islam, that Islam is the natural
religion. Muhammad himself thought of his mission as
not to introduce something new, now first revealed, but
to revive among the Arabs the natural religion which other
prophets had preached to other nations. We have
already noted his appeal to the world of nature for evidence
of the truth that he was proclaiming. And every child is
said to be born a Muslim, and to deviate from this position
only in so far as he is misled* The argument is readily de-
veloped from the conception of isldm as meaning submission
to God, or obedience to His unalterable will or law. For
when God is thought of as Creator and Ruler of the universe,
and the universe, thanks to science, is thought of as obeying
a fixed system of natural laws, then one arrives at the con-
clusion that Islam is obedience to the laws of nature. The
contention can be very attractively put; as it is, for instance,
by Sayyid Abu-1 A'la Mawdudl, one of the leading mawlams
of India to-day. All the universe, he says, in following out
the laws of its creation, is submitting to God and carrying
out Islam1. "The sun, the moon and the stars are thus all
'Muslims' "52, and even an atheist is perforce a Muslim in
respect of his bodily organs and the law of his own develop-
ment. But in so far as man has free will and choice, in his
rational life, he may or may not choose to live in accordance
with the laws of God, If he does so choose, his life is perfect.